welcome!
Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week
by week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we
enjoy a diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins
and differing backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s
faith formation program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities
for social outreach that the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith,
centered on prayer and worship that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by
Jesus’ teachings.
Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston
along Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee
aristocracy. The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents
had long requested a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request
and carved the parish from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church
out of their meager earnings.
The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century
Norman. The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block
of white Carrara marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s
The Last Supper, and the dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.
For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was
imported from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are
paintings from Pius’ life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the
Archdiocese of Boston, and above it are three scenes from his life.
Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The
square panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto
and the circular ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window
of the Assumption—framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the
Marian Year) in spaces originally designed for windows but not until then used.
The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company,
Opus 1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore
Gilbert began a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of
4 manuals, 50 ranks, and 2,926 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November
22, 1999.
Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. We have just
completed a major renovation, our numbers are increasing, and we continue to grow in our
commitment to issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.
We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 120 years, but that
does not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be
entrusted with the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always
changing; where we honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes
all things new.
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our community news
Ministers of the Liturgy

special intentions

Saturday | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Tom Nicolini, lector

Sunday, August 7 | 9:30 a.m.
Joe, AJ, and Anna Trustey, Memorial
Sunday, August 7 | 11:15 a.m.
Diane Wirtz, Second Anniversary

Sunday | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Bob Mann, lector

Thursday, August 11 | 8:00 a.m.
Dr. Ignatius Joseph Turnes, Memorial

Sunday | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Will Kelly, Karen McMenamy, & Mary Kane,
lectors
Sunday | 11:15 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Marggie Dolan, Christopher Loh, &
Cathy Anderson, lectors

today’s readings
Wisdom 18:6-9
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Luke 12:32-48

next sunday’s Readings
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Hebrews 12:1-4
Luke 12:49-53
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This week's second collection for Catholic Relief
Services supports emergency relief, human
development, and peace initiatives in countries
around the world. The funds from this collection
provide food to the hungry, services for victims of
human trafficking, and support to displaced refugees.
The collection funds the ministries of six Catholic
Church organizations: Catholic Relief Services,
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc., Migration
and Refugee Services, the Department of Justice,
Peace, and Human Development, the Secretariat of
Cultural Diversity in the Church, and the Holy Father's
Relief Fund. For more information, please visit
www.usccb.org/crscollection.

SAINT CECILIA PARISH
Catholic charities' food
pantry at the haitian multiservice center

drivers needed
Each month parishioners have the opportunity to pick
up donated meat, dairy prodcuts, and produce from
three local supermarkets and deliver it to either
Catholic Charities' Haitialn Multi-Service Center in
Dorchester or Pine Street Inn in the South End. This
vital ministry takes place at 7:30 a.m. every Saturday
and Sunday morning and on Sundays can be completed
in time to attend the 9:30 parish Mass. We need drivers
for all the Saturdays and Sundays in August. To help out,
please contact Mark Lippolt at: mlippolt@hammondre.
com.

Did you know that August is the month when most food
pantries and groups that feed the homeless experience
the greatest demand for their services? It isn't around
the Christmas holidays—it's August. Most summer school
meal programs end in early August and families can
suddenly find themselves with three or four additional
mouths to feed at breakfast and lunch. Also, August is
the month when family budgets are stretched to purchase back-to-school supplies and clothes.
Given the current state of the economy for the working poor, our friends at Catholic Charities expect to
see many more hungry families seeking assistance at
their food pantry this month. We at Saint Cecilia Parish
would like to help them meet this increase in demand.
Please consider bringing the following items to the food
baskets located in the narthex: peanut butter, tuna fish,
canned chicken breast, Cheerios or corn flakes, cooking oil, white flour spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, and
tomato sauce.

a request from
catholic charities
Sunset Point Camp, located in Hull, serves as a dream
"vacation" for 300 children each summer. The goal of the
camp has always been to provide a free vacation for atrisk, low-income children from the Greater Boston area,
without regard for their race, nationality, or religious
affiliation.

cares ministry training
The training class for those interested in preparing to
provide pastoral visits as a member of the Saint Cecilia
CARES ministry outreach team will take place on six
consecutive Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30. The
first class will be on Wednesday, September 7 and the
final class is on Wednesday, October 12. This six-week
program is titled Pastoral Care to the Sick and Homebound. Upon completion, you will be eligible to join
with other CARES ministers to support those in need
with visits offering pastoral support. If interested in
learing more, please contact Jeanne Bruno at jbruno@
stceciliaboston.org or 617-536-4548, Ext. 117.

Sunset Point Camp is supervised by our friends at
Catholic Charities. They have mentioned to us that they
always need donations of sunscreen for the kids at the
camp. So the next time you're at CVS, Walgreen's or
your local supermarket, please consider picking up an
extra tube of sunscreen and dropping it in the plastic
bin identified for this purpose in the narthex. We have
been told the higher the SPF number, the better. The
camp also needs kids' flipflops for boys and girls ages 6
to 12. Next Sunday, August 14, is the last day that we
can accept these donations.
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